
 Letters About Literature

A Library of Congress National Reading  
and Writing Promotion Program

Read.

Be inspired.

Write Back.

THEME

How did an author’s 

work change your 

view of the world or 

yourself?
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The 23rd annual writing contest for young readers is made possible by a 
generous grant from the Dollar General Literacy Foundation, with additional 
support from gifts to the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress, which 
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and other organizations.

Competition

Levels:

Level 1     Grades 4 - 6

Level 2    Grades 7 - 8 

Level 3     Grades 9 - 12

6HOHFW�D�ĆFWLRQ�RU�QRQĆFWLRQ�ERRN��D�SRHP�RU�SOD\ you have read and 
about which you have strong feelings.  (Sorry, no song lyrics!)  It might 
EH�D�ERRN�WKDW�KHOSHG�\RX�WKURXJK�D�GLIĆFXOW�WLPH�RU�LW�PLJKW�EH�D�ERRN�
that simply touched your heart or inspired you. 

READHow to 

Enter

7KLQN�EHIRUH�\RX�ZULWH. How did this author’s work change you or 
your view of the world? How do you know it did? How and why are 
you different now than you were before you read this work? REFLECT

:ULWH�D�SHUVRQDO�OHWWHU�WR�WKH�DXWKRU, stating how 
reading his or her work changed you. Be personal but 
DOVR�SHUVXDVLYH��6XSSRUW�\RXU�LGHDV�ZLWK�VSHFLĆF�GHWDLOV��
including details from the work itself. This is not a fan letter 
EXW�UDWKHU�D�UHćHFWLRQ�RQ�KRZ�DQ�DXWKRU�LQćXHQFHG�\RX�

Persuade

7\SH�\RXU�HQWU\�LQ�OHWWHU�IRUPDW – do not send handwritten letters. 
Your name and complete return address (either school or home) 
PXVW�DSSHDU�LQ�WKH�XSSHU�ULJKW�FRUQHU�RI�WKH�ĆUVW�SDJH�RI�WKH�OHWWHU��

0DLO�\RXU�OHWWHU with the required entry coupon by the deadline date. SEND

Need some tips to get 

started? Not sure how to 

write a personal letter?   

Visit UHDG�JR
Y�OHWWHUV 

to read winning letters from 

past competitions and to 

access the Letters About 

Literature Teaching Guide.   



For updates on the program, please refer  
to the contest website, read.gov/letters.

Deadlines D E C  2 0 1 5
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LEVEL 3

Grades 9 - 12

LEVEL 2

Grades 7 - 8

LEVEL 1

Grades 4 - 6

Entries will be accepted 
beginning 1RYHPEHU��������

Entries must be postmarked  
by the following dates
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Fill out ONLY if you are submitting a letter individually. Otherwise, this section is optional.

Letters About Literature Entry Coupon for 2015 - 2016

Please complete the form, cut and staple to your letter!

$66(660(17�  All entries will be judged on the 
following criteria:

�5RXQG��

Audience. Is the essay in letter format and does 
it address the author of the work? Entries that 
are not in letter format and are written about 
the author, rather than to the author, will be 
eliminated.

Purpose. Does the essay address the contest 
theme of how an author’s work changed the 
reader’s view of self or the world?  Is personal 
UHćHFWLRQ�HYLGHQW�LQ�WKH�OHWWHU"�(QWULHV�WKDW�DUH�
book summaries or fan letters will be eliminated.

Letters that meet these criteria advance to Round 2.

�5RXQG��

Grammatical conventions.  Is the essay written in 
D�FOHDU�DQG�RUJDQL]HG�ZD\�ZLWK�VSHFLĆF�GHWDLOV�WR�
support the essay’s main ideas? Single paragraph 
OHWWHUV�ZLWK�VLJQLĆFDQW�JUDPPDWLFDO�HUURUV�ZLOO�EH�
eliminated.

Originality. Does the essay express ideas 
creatively, communicating a unique or powerful 
point of view? Letters that are formulaic without 
evidence of a writer’s voice will be eliminated.

Letters that meet these criteria advance to state level 
judging.

-XGJHV�VHOHFWHG�E\�DIĆOLDWH�&HQWHUV�IRU�WKH�%RRN�FKRRVH�
the top letters in each competition level for their state 
and coordinate recognition ceremonies and awards.  
7KH�ĆUVW�SODFH�VWDWH�OHYHO�ZLQQHUV�DGYDQFH�WR�WKH�
national level judging.  

7KH�&HQWHU�IRU�WKH�%RRN�LQ�WKH�/LEUDU\�RI�&RQJUHVV�
selects a panel of judges to award National Winners 
and National Honor Winners.

Each state recognizes and awards prizes to 
winning participants. 

The Library of Congress will announce all National 
and National Honor Winners and awards and will 
list all state-level winners on its website.  

1DWLRQDO�:LQQHUV�LQ�HDFK�FRPSHWLWLRQ�OHYHO�ZLOO�
UHFHLYH�D��������FDVK�DZDUG�

1DWLRQDO�+RQRU�:LQQHUV�LQ�HDFK�FRPSHWLWLRQ�
OHYHO�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�D������FDVK�DZDUG

&KHFN�UHDG�JRY�OHWWHUV�IRU�GHWDLOV�RQ�VWDWH�DZDUGV�DQG�
ceremonies.

+2:�72�68%0,7�<285�/(77(56�$1'�(175<�&28321

Entry Coupon. Each letter must be accompanied 
by an entry coupon. Staple the coupon to the 
ODVW�SDJH�RI�WKH�OHWWHU��$IĆOLDWH�&HQWHUV�IRU�
the Book will contact State Winners using 
this information, so be sure entry coupons are 
complete and legible! Letters without a coupon 
will be eliminated.

Class Set of Letters. Teachers must submit their 
name and contact information with a list of the 
names of each student submitting a letter.  This 
list does not take the place of entry coupons. 

Each student’s letter must have its own entry 
FRXSRQ��0DLO�FODVV�VHWV�LQ�D�ćDW�HQYHORSH����[���
or larger.

Ownership. All letters become the property 
of the Center for the Book in the Library of 
Congress. Please keep a copy of your entries, as 
no letters will be returned. 

Mailing Address. Indicate the competition 
OHYHO�æ������RU���æ�RQ�WKH�HQYHORSH��,QFOXGH�
a complete return address on your mailing 
envelope. Mail to:

Awards

 Letters About Literature

 Letters About Literature

Competition Level 

(Indicate level 1, 2 or 3 on the envelope)

P.O. Box 5308 

Woodbridge, VA 22194
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